International General Thoracic Surgery Database Collaboration.
One of the recent goals of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons General Thoracic Surgery Database (STS GTSD) Task Force has been an increased focus on international database collaboration. To date, such collaboration has primarily been with the European Society of Thoracic Surgeons (ESTS) Registry Task Force. This article provides an overview of the STS GTSD and ESTS registry, recent collaborative projects, obstacles encountered, and future directions for the databases.